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had- no other Deſign ig budko:protet and <2 cage tas Re- 
ligion, and good Men, and to preſerve the n and 
prope the Peace and Ha 4 of their People, end 
auen . or ſuppreſs all Diviſi dus and Animoſit 
22575 hem. But the wicked; n BY 5 on Tranſ⸗ 
ns and Negligence, encoùrag d the to be 16oſe 
in their Principles, and late in in their , ; and as 
immediate Conſequence thereof, Diviſions were mate, 
Bag form d in the State... 
nently and fharply does God complain* of the 
Kings 850 450 Princes, and 3 this I den ?. In the 
8th; of., Frremiab, v. 1 bb omplains, The 5 healed the 
of the Daughter of a r fight 7 btly, ſayingy+ Peace, 
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Grry the Faction far as to murder the King 
fore when he was made Kin he alter'd his lid 
Degrees, and the Text ſa e Ne, Bag oT 
confirmed in bis Hand, be flew bis Srvants, which bad Slain the 
King bis Father, 2 2 King 14 3 
"Afterwards, Zachariab a W King of Iſrael, and he was 
as profligate and ſlothful 5 his Predeceſſors had 
— t that the old Trade of making and carrying ing, 
was continu'd. Sballum made a great hrs a 
when things were ripe, he —4 the King before the People, 
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the heir Ins Tafidelity. and Gee uphra 
t a wit 

Cru and. bold! aſſerted, That the * 
EN in Cart, tur thath was intended and 


for the ſole Benefit, and peculiar of the 
Heathen World. oy 
St. Ful took neither Sis, but in in by 4 juſtly — 
'em both, and heartil to 
3 and wo one eee 1 gens one Mouth to grit 
and. infifted, was a ad 
by 8 Ge ſo he was es th Glory oft of his Peap 8 55 
us interpoſing 1 m t endeavour? = 
*em to a right Temper, and to en i ply 
tal of one another. ; aum 
Thus are we divided, the x k-Charch fay mY n- C | 
and the Low-Church.ſay the High-Church are no true Church; 
and ſome Men are pleas'd to ſtand and ſee us, Like Game- 
Cocks, peck at, and ſpur one another. 
-Methinks we have tought long enough, our Wounds and 
Weakneſs call a rt but tis obſerv'd of Cocks, that 
* they will fight as lo long a they have Life, unleſs they are 
parted; a J tis pity ine compalonaly Choiſinn or Sa- 
maritax, n part the Fray: 
We have try Fig bn e, and let us be cen. 


they 
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ERS © a Pe 
2 5 joringy took n after, 
but rather have been more hearty Friends afterwards, than 
eine oe Ie emi 2 Che OTE IE 
or Iory, Higb- Church or Low-Church, quarrel W ith: 
what 1 hike advance, I aſſure em both, that I eſpouſe nei- 
ther of their Cauſe or Party; no, I think they are all 
to be reprehended for re ing affd vilifying one ano- 
ther, and for not agreeing together like Brethren nor Coun- 
try-men. Gentlemen ought to be none, therefore 
let there be no Difference and Strife between you, for ye. 
are Brethren, tho! you quarrel and fight like Enemies, and 

Barely prove ours to be the Iron-Age, in that you, who. 

are ſo nearly related, won't agree. Bo . 

X —Fratrim quoque gratig rara eff. 
You who are of the eſtabliſh'd Church are ſcandalouſſy 
uarrelſome, if you won't live and love like Brethren and 

Friends. and you are equally entituled to the ſame Privi-- 

leges of Taberty and Preferment, and you ought not to: 

grudge at, and envy one another on any account whatever. 
Tas one of MachiaveÞs. Political Maxims, Divide & Im- 

; pera. , But one much wiſer and better than he, affirms it as 
a political and real Truth, Every Ki divided againſt its 

af is brought, or will: bs brought, to Deſplation. Theſe are. 

the Words of our bleſſed Saviour; and tho I do not pre- 

tend to underſtand and interpret Scripture, yet I think a 

Man of the meaneſt Capacity may inſtantaneouſly appre- 

hend the full Import and Meaning of theſe Words. 

Some Men would be apt to conclude, that thoſe Princes 
and Governors are not true Diſciples of the Holy Jes, 

(the Prince of Peace) who won't take his Word, nor fü 

low his Direction and Example, in eſtabliſhing Peace on; 

the Earth, and good Will among Men. 
It is to be fappoſed that every King or Queen deſires the 

Eſtabliſhment, Security, and Proſperity of their Kingdom, 
and it ought indeed to be their chief Endeavour. Now 
then, if Chriſt ſays true, That every . Kingdom divided agginf: 

it felf is in a fair way to be ruin d; and Machiavel on the cn 

 teary ſays, Divide the. People, and you. will Rule the ſafer 
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Our moſt gracious Queen thanks to Gat i 
averſe to the AphoriGn of © 9 10 15 ) 
preſs d her RIF. with n x OE true n 
for Peace among oa that hothini | 
or meer Malice, can charge Her with the the Teaſt-Im Nori, 
of — Machiavelian Practices ameng us. She came to a 
— 2 m divided 0 it La, - bu ogy be 1s often and ear- 
y endeavour'd' 4 Pacifi cation, b o all; Over- 
tures have proy d E and a more ſhe 
has eee Un more.we have divided. 
She has imitated our BLM 32 And has met with the a | 
ſame Succeſs; for tis very remarkable, that the (> were” p 
n divided 3 in, and before his Time, he knowing the ty M 
ngers of Inteſtine Diſſentions, and foreſceing the 
ade alamities which hung over * Heads, and 
which, in a ſliort time, would fatally overtake em, af - 
5 fectionately wiſh'd, and diligently. deren d to ſtem the 
Tide of their impetuous Commotions, and to compoſe their 
unnatural Heats and Animoſities; but all was to no pur- 
poſe, 2 more he ſtrove to rechheile them, the more Were 
they wan ed and inflam d againſt ane anof her 
Ke pat ically r begs ther approaching Ruin, as the 
rieceſſary Effect Factions, but ay nes ns not OP 
mind what he ſaid, or would not be 3 en 
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Chicks ad her ing tu en Behold your Himſs i 
— ou deſolate, r. Mat. 23.37, 8. How pertinent is this 
| Competent N thr are; 10 Danger, if „ if they fob wich ere 
| own are in t with one 
E arfthet” dey ar 15 Ren bot may be eaſily 
taken together; They! 5 55 e brood un- 
def ths Hens Win » they. would be both nouriſh'd and 
preſery d ſafe; whoſoever. reads and minds the Hiſto- 
'xy, of | Foſepbus, of the Wars of dhe Jews, will find how 
ifmally they were diſtracted and divided at Titas Vf. 
patiars., king and deltroying Fern] am, as alfo how 
might eir civil Vation and Di lentigns f fieilitated 
and haltened r 1. 
There is * Place worth our tz Kathe of, ; it 
15 St. . LF And when Fefus * 
tothe pf e 
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3 the' Days ſpall upon thee, 755 ol 12 


FT al o hned 29 We ge aſs thee round, | and keep - 
thet in on every de. And flalt t thee — withthe Gru | 2 
thy Cre? within thee, and they ſhall not bags! on Sow wp: 
on another , becauſe thou knoweſt. not the Time atior. 
The Ruin comung „ Is great; they were to” Ke i V be. | 
ſeig d, to be n by Storm, and when taken, all to be. 
k to the Sword, and every Place of their City rooted 
by the Foundation; and this, b they would not. 
in due tune conſider of their nor 
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| They tell us, that whilſt the Prince g and p Fo 
| motes one Party, the diſcountenanc'd will not only 
diſcontended , but narrowly pry into the Actions, and 
diſcover the Faults, and Milcarrlages of the 12 
upon which, the People will at length be alarm d, and 
. . 7 Head "againſt | ſiem; and the Prince, to pleaſe the 
ple, will take in, and advance the Connery panty. | 
IP and what follows? Why, the Party lately in Fa- 
vour and Places, and thus compleaſ. aut Te put out of ſooner: 
now become the CountrF-party, and being 1 
ted as the, other had been, prove as Sea 
| them, as they had been before, and within a Meet 1 
* are careſs'd by the People, and advanc'd by the 1 5 to 
1 their former Favour and Preferments; and hy ſuch 
| tions, and the alternate Favours and Fr the Prince, 
they "think the Throne and Kingdom beter tegur 'd and 
eſtabliſh'd, than otherwiſe they would be. 
If this was all, we ſhould not be much el with 
this Matter, but the Divſiions and Parties we have at wat 4 | 
1 Pall us, are of another Nature, for the 
enges 'd in the Diſpute, and yet the State e- 
qa af th 1 Church, is involw'd in 12 e 
ces t 


- PY 


ee ͤ—ͤ—— —ä—ñ. — — — ͤͤĩñ — 
. 


therefore I humbly propoſe, that an it be 
found- out 1 an, 705 make us all Friends, at leaſt 
with Ref] eligion; ſo as we may not reaſonably 


BH apprehend o ak "elf in any Danger from our Enemies a- 
| werter T beg leave here to ſpark my Thoughts free 
| ore ve to my 
and if What I p l be wee renal 211 
eaſy, I hope ſome a ler Pen will impr 
Time; but if I ſhall ſeem to 7 oro (he to the 
or worth taking notice of; all I LE cnn ys! is, that 
Pardon for my groſs Miſtake, eek; wal deceiv” 
and have taken this Pairs,” 41 given t Trouble for 
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- arcount'of Religion for 18 L take the invidious Diſtinction 
of High-Church and Low- Charch plainly to import; but if 
they are in the right who ſay, That Religion is not con- 
cern'd in our preſent Diſputes, (and indeed, in one Senſe, 
I muſt own there is no anc, in them) yet even 1 * 
vrhat I here inſiſt on, may be, and in my Opinion, will 
be very well worthy our Conſi deratin. 

- The High-Church-men pretend to be the beſt Friends of 
the Church, and to ſecure and advance her Rights and Pri- 
vileges, her Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſci line; but they 
are too High-Church-men, who deny the Church's Power t 
alter Cirtumſtances and meer Achanck of Religion, or who 
wont agree nn ſhould _ em for the fake of Peace and 


Unity. | 
Now ce are n Men, who either aro 
in aQu Communion with the Church, or elſe have 2 


* good Opinion of it in the Main; and as they who are Low- 
rch-meng and conſtantly frequent our Worſhip, and re- 
gularly —— with ns, ought in Juſtice, Reaſon, 
and Chari „to be eſteem d true Church- men, and true 
Friends of the Church; ſo the other part of the Low-Church- 
men, who think honourably of the Church, and occaſion- 
ally Conform to her, nay, who never come at her, would 
be as hearty Friends, and as conſtant Conformiſts as any 
ſort of Men in the Nation; at leaſt, would be ſo for ought 
we know, if ſome fe Ceremonies and .Circumſtaſftials of 


the Church were removed out of the way, which at pre | 


ſent are ſtumbling Blocks to them. 
They are ſuch Things as we all own to be indifferent, and- 
2 which the Church would be the ſame as it is now, 
| all the conſtituent Parts and Requiſites of a Church: 
01 that by making the iment, we are ſure the Church 
can be no Looſe if ſhe ſhould be no Gainer, becauſe we 
ſhould then be the ſame eftabliſh'd Church without em, 
| 1 now we have em. 
might here preſent a Scheme of the Alterations made 
in — Ji Church, and ſeveral Chriftian Churches, by 
the Heads and Governours thereof; but as it would be a | 
tedious piece of Work, ſo it would not prove very ſervice- 
| able to our preſent Purpoſe. $2 _ 
C | | 


— * 
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This J am ſure of, that: the High-Charch can't deny; 
but that the Queen, Parliament, and Convocation, have 

an inherent Right, and Legal Power to make new Laws, 

and to aboliſh old Ones in the Church; their Authority 
not being exercis d any ways repugnant to the Holy Scrip- 

ture: This. then. being the avowed Principle of the Highs 
Church, that it may be done, and being the Deſire and 
Requeſt of the Low-Church, that it be done, and the Con- 
ſequence being or ſeeming to be ſo great,, if it were done, 
why ſhould any one oppoſe it? or why ſhould it not. be? 
Why is it not done? . 1 | 
| if any ſhould, as they may, anſwer, that as The Go-. 
vernours of the Church have, Power. to aboliſh, ſo they 
have Power to retain Rites and Ceremonies in the Church ; 
I muſt acquieſce and agree, they ſay true; but it is a 
ſurly way of arguing, and ſhews, that they who uſe it, 
are like \ pe obſtinate and moroſe Fellows, who when 
they are perſwaded to a thing, and are convinc'd of the 
' Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs of it, wont comply, nor aſ- 
ſent to it, only becauſe you would have 'em do't.. | 


— Etiamſi ſuaſeris tamen non perſuadebis. 


For. my own Part, I am fo far from being offended with 
the Worſhip. and Ceremonies of the Church of England, _ 
that I daily frequent and uſe em; but I could do ſo too, 
if thoſe things were removed, which make our weak Bre- 
thren to offend. I could, nay, I do heartily wiſh, that 
all Engliſþ-men were well inſtructed, and would leave off the 
ill. Effect of Prejudice, Education, and Siniſter Deſigns, 
and entirely conform to the Church of Exgland. But fince 
we put no real Holineſs in ſome indifferent Acts of our 
Worthip and Circumſtances attending it-, and ſince we 
have Reaſon to think an infinite Number of honeſt, mo- 
derate, and well diſpos'd Subjects, would conform to, and 
join in the eſtabliſh'd Church, if they were taken away 
or alter'd; I am of the Opinion, that as our Governors 
have the Power to remove, or new model em, ſo it is 
their indiſpenſible Duty, becauſe it would be to our un- 
ſpeaka ble Intereſt and Security to do ſo... IE: 


H 


1 5 
If I ſhould inftance in tlie Leperal Alterations made in 
other Churches, it would only prove, that the Governors 
thereof had ſufficient Authority to make them; but ſinde 
all fides generaly agree, that every Church has this fame 
Authority, we need go no farther than to the Articles of 
. ĩ ˙ 
I muſt confeſs, that the, Preface to the Common-Prayer, 
ſufficiently declares, and Tndeed is 2 Declaration of the 
Power of the Church, as to indifferent Things; and is 
worth very Church-man and Diſſenters ſerious Peruſal 
ln 
But the 34th Article of the Church of England, is ſo au- 
thentick, and fo Pen a to our matter in Hand, that I 
e ,949 my ſelf only with that. It follows in theſe 
Words ö . 1 5 
© It is not neceſſary, that Traditions and Ceremonies 
© be in all Places, one, or utterly like; for at all times 
* they have been divers, and chang'd according to the 
« Diverſity of Countries, Times, and Mens Manners; fo 
* that — be ordained e God's Word. Whoe- 
ver, through his private Judgment, willingly and pur- 
* poſely doth break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the 
* Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, 
and be ordained and approved by common Authority, 
*- ought to be rebyked - openly (that others may fear to 
do the like) as he that offendeth againſt the common Order 
of the Church, and woundeth the Conſcience of the 
« weak Brethren. N particular or National Church, 
hath Authority to ordain, change, and aboliſh Ceremo-. 
* nies; or Rites of the Church ordained only by Man's. 
“Authority; ſo that all Things be done to edifying. 


This is the Opinion of the Church of England, and of 
all the reformed Churches Beyond-ſea. 5 
And what can a High- Church man ſay againſt this Ca- 
non? and what leſs does a Low-Church-man deſire? He 
is a too High-Church-man, who would carry things higher 
than the Church requires, or will not comply as far as 
he may, to procure and ſettle Peace in the Church  _ 
The Church you ſee, claims no other Right than to 
eſtabliſh or aboliſn Ceremonies; ſo that ſhe exerciſes her 
EET C 2 | Autho- 


dre 
. 5 = 
* he be >. * 


Authority, and maintains her Right, as well when ſhe abo- 
liſhes, as when ſhe eſtabliſhes ; therefore their's is a foo- 
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11h Argument, who tell you, that the Rights, Authority, 


and Power of the Church, are infring'd and impair'd by. | 
alter ing the preſent. Circuniſtances of Narr +. 


Fhey are to be, and are by this Canon condemn'd, 
who. wont camply with the Ceremonies already receiv'd 
and 1njoin'd; but they are lil Wiſe reproveable, who may, 
and yet wont aboliſh or alter them according to the 
preſent Exigencies of the Times. For at all timęs they 
have been divers, and changed according to thFDive t- 
ty of Countries, Times, and Mens.Manners. 1 
Ours 18-2: National Church, and therefore by the Canon 
is own'd to be veſted with ſufficient Power, not only to or- 
dain, but to change and aboliſh Ceremonies, and meer Ad- 
juncts of Religion, © Every particular or, nat ional Church, 
© hath, Authority to ordain, change, and aboliſh Ceremo- 
< nies, or Rights of the Church ordained only by Man's 
Authority; ſo that all Things be done to edifying 
"This aſt Clauſe is exactly agreeble to St. Paul's Ca- 
non, 1 Cor. 14. 26. Let all Things be done to edifying. 
Therefore if ſome Ceremonies were appointed in an Age, 
when they might be to edifying, and the Cuſtoms of 
the Country, the Times ang. Mens. Manners afterwards: 


chang l, thoſe Ceremonies in a ſtriet Senſe are, igſo fato, 


void; for ceſſante cauſa lgis, of et ipſa lex. ſp 

If when Ruffs were. in Faſhion, a Law: or Canon had 
been made. concerning the Manner of making and wear- 
ing em, that Law could neceſſarily oblige no longer than 
Ruffs ſhould be uſed, and no- Man would have been bound 
to have worn em by. Virtue of that Law.. But ſuppoſe 


the Law or Canon had injoin'd the People to wear em, 


and in the next Age, another Faſhion ſhauld be thought 
more decent. and convenient, and a great many ſhould 
leave their Ruffs, and take up the -pceſent Habit, upon 
which great Strife ſnould ariſe among the People, and the 
wearing, and not wearing the Ruff, ſhould be inſiſted on 
as an Argument of Reproach and Contempt againſt one a- 


nother; in this Caſe, tho the Law or Canon was ſtill in 


Force, and they who wore and pleaded Lay for their Ralls. 
EET ; | : | Would. 


5 would be in the riglit; yet the Governors would be highly 
to blame, if they did not incontinently repeal that Law, 


duce very many of our 
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when the greateſt Part of the Nation was 


in the mo- 
- dern and more agreeable Dreſs. Nay, ſuppoſe the greateſt 


Part of the Nation ſhould ftill uſe Ruffs, e the Law 
relating to them, was {fill in Force, but yet ſhould own, 


that the new Faſhion were ore decent: And altho' they 


juſtly blam'd thoſe, . who Wald not uſe em, yet with'd- 
the Law might be abrogated which inforc d en; certain-- 
ly the Legiſlature ought. to diſannul that Law, that all 
Men miſt be eaſy, and uſe the preſent Faſhion, without 
Diſobeclience to-the Government. 1 4 
At the Reformation, ſeveral things were injoin'd by Law, 
becauſe they. were agreeable to the Times, Places, and 
Mens Manners then imbeing; but theſe being ſince chang'd, 
the Injunctions ought alſo to be chang d. 5: 
There were no Diſſenters th n, tut the Papiſts, and by 


retaining many Ceremonies and Rites of their Religion 
or Worthip, the Church deſign'd to make them entertain 


a. good Opinion pf her ſelf, and fo bring em over into 


her Communion. Our preſent Caſe is quite different; we 


have Papiſts indeed among us, but we goon a great many 
more Diſſenters, who are of the Proteſtant Religion, as 


well as ourſelves; and we can't think, that our retain- 


ing the old Ceremonies, will retain one Papiſt; but the 
aboliſhing them, may poſſibly, nay; probably will re- 
Progeſſant Diſſenters to us. | 
And if we go to the Reaſon of the Thing, we can't but 
argue and conclude after this manner. At the Reforma- 
tion, many Rites and Ceremonies were retain d out of the Po- 
piſh Religion with Deſign; and on the Proſpect of gaining 
Proſelytes from that, to our own Religion, many Papiſts 
did then come over to us; but ſince the Pope has-thunder'd- 
out his Bull, none will or dare conform. But inany 
weak and tender conſcienc'd Proteſtants, who juſtly 
eſteem, and highly admire our Reformation, as to Arti- 
cles or Points of Faith, have received Prejudice, and made 
Exceptions againſt us, tor complying too far with Popery, 
as to Modes of Worſhip, and for that Reaſon diſlent and 
ſperate. from us: Therefore ſince theſe Modes, Ri — | 


5 * 4 
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i and Ceremonies, were then ab firſt ordained according to 
= | the Exigencies of the Times and Mens Manners, with an 
| Exſpectance of winning the Papiſts; but they will no 
longer be induc'd by that means, to be of our Communi- 
on: We ought to conſider the preſent Circumſtances of 
Time, Place, and Mens Manners; and as they were at 
firſt appointed to gain the Papiſts, they ought now to be 
abolithed, to gain the Diſſent. Os | 
It is manifeſt, that not only many Ceremonies, but al- 
ſo many Forms and Expreſſions in our Liturgy, were re- 
tained on the Account of the Papiſts; but now, that the 
Papiſts can't be brought over any longer to us, and that the 
Diſſenters think they juſtly ſeparate from us, becauſe they 
Apprehend we make too near approach to Popery, all thele 
Ceremonies ought to be aboliſh'd, and all thoſe Forms 
and Expreſſions in our Liturgy , which ſeem to have any 
Tincture of Popery in em, ought to be obliterated, and 
every Thing and Word in eur Service, cught to be ac- 
cording to the Proteſtant-reform'd Syſtem of Religion. 
Surely we ought to take as much Care and Pains to re- | 
- claim thoſe who ſeparate from us, as thoſe from whom 75 
we our ſelves ſeperated. 5 e 
But methinks I hear ſome Men crying out with Might 
and Main, Nolumus leges Anglia mutari, we wont have the 
Laws of England chang'd; but it is a fooliſh and falſe 
Senſe they make of that Say ing, who uſe it in our pre- 
ſent Diſpute, for it only concerns and relates to the anci- 
ent Rights and Priviledges of the King and Subject, the 
common Laws of Exgland. | e 
But the other Laws of England are not like thoſe of the 
Medes and Perfians, which alter not. IN TIN 
There have been many Laws formerly in Force and | 
. Uſe, which we now know nothing of; and in our Time, 
ſeveral Laws have been enacted and repealed, and many | 
of our preſent Laws in Force, will not be ſo much as 
heard or thought of in the next Generation. There is 
the enacting and repealing Power, and both are the ſame, ' 
for the ſame Power which enacts, may repeal ; and they 
exerciſe their Authority as much in annulling, as in eſta- 
bliſhing a Law. I would aſk thoſe Gentlemen who wont 
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- Have their Laws chang'd, whether or no they would | 
be content always to pay the ſame Taxes, as we are now | 
_ oblig'd by the Law to pay? Tho'I believe, without aſking 7 
*em, they would be very glad the Occaſion of that Law | 
were remov'd, and accordingly would be more glad ſtill, if 
the Law it ſelf were taken away, but it is reaſonable, that 
ſuch Men ſhould have heavy Burdens laid on their own- 
Shoulders, who are for keeging them on other Mens. 
As to the Caſe of alterinF things belonging to the ex-- 
ternal Adminiſtration of the Church, we are all ſenſible 
there have been ſeveral things, and at ſeveral times ad-- 
ded to, or taken away from it; and indeed this Matter 
is ſo evident and clear, that more Words about it would 
1 be ſuperfluous and needlefs. Wherefore, © | | 
Let me now ſpeak of thoſe things, or of ſome of em, 
which being taken away, or alter'd in our Church, will,, 
or may for any thing we know to the contray, bring over 
vaſt Numbers of. Diffenters to us, at leaſt, keep- many 
from going from us; and which wont, nay, which can't 
in the leaſt derogate from the Honour, Revenues, and E- 
ſtabliſnment of the Church of England ?- 
And it ought to be animadverted, that not only Diſſen-- 
ters, but a great many of our Church and Communion, . 
make the following Exceptions, or moſt of *em againft 
our Church Service, and the Ceremonies injoined therein; 
ſo that the new modelling of our Ezturgy, will certainly be 
very acceptable to ſome Men, and"I can't imagine why - 
or how it ſhould be diſpleaſing to any. | 
I ſhall ſpeak in the firſt Place of the Worſhip it ſelf, 
and then of ſome of the Modes and Ceremonies attending 
that Worſhip. __ EY | 2 | 
By the Worſhip, & mean the Forms of publick Prayers, 
and I have my ſelf ſuch a value for them, that I really 
think no Church in the World has provided better for her 
People, than our Church, has as to their publick Worſhip - 
of God. I am convinc'd beyond all Poſſibility of. Convi- 
ction to the contrary, that a publick Form of Worſhip is 
abſolutely neceſſary in the Church, it being utterly im- 
poſſible without one, to join together as we ought to do, 
perfectly in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fadgment, 


2 * 


Ein the Name of Chrſt, you may join them altoget 
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one Mind, and one Mouth, to glorify God. 18 
But tho' we ought. to have à common Form, of publick 


Worſhip, and tho the Common Prayers of our Church be al- 
lowed to be incomparably the beſt and moſt teaſonable- 


Service in Chriſtendom.z 2 ſince there are ſome things 
in or about it, which offend ſome weak Brethren, and 


- which do not conſtitute the adnur'd Excellency of it, why 


ſhould they not be taken away, or alter d? When the 
Church-Service, and when the Government, and Governors 


of the Church, will be the ſame to all Intents and Pur- 


poſes? when they ſhall be taken away or alter'd, as they 
are now ? 1 5 1 : 

I do not here pretend to give'an exact and perfect Liſt of 
the Objections made againſt our publick Worſhip; I only 


deſign to ſpeak of ſome of the moſt obvious: and common 


Ones, and to give a Specimen. of what the Low-Church- 


men (as they are called) and the honeſt Diſſenters, would 
have done, either as they are things which ought to be re- 


inoved from, or alter'd in our Church-Service. 
In the firſt Place, they object againſt the Shortneſs of 
our Prayers. They ſay it looks odly to be always begin- 


ning, and always ending our Prayers; and that it is be- 


coming the Solemnity of publickx Worſhip, to have 


all our Prayers and Thanſgivings, one entire, compleat, 


and uninterrupted Form. | | 
I acknowledge, I cant think our Prayers the worſe for 
their Brevity; but neither would they be worſe, if they 
were all put into one. Dr. Beveridge highly commends 
the Wiſdom of the Compilers: of our Liturgy, for making 
the Prayers ſo ſhort ; but tells us at the ſame time, that 
by taking away the Concluſion of eveg Collect or —_— 
1er 
and make them but as one continu'd Prayer. 8 
As to the Objection againſt this Alterat ion, I think it 


is not very material, nor much tothe purpoſe. Some 
ſay, that the Shortneſs of our Prayers, keeps our Minds 


more intent upon our Devotion; for that in a long Pray- 


er, Peoples Minds will be diverted, and ſiverve from that 


Fervency and Attention, which ought to accompany our 


Worſhip 


er, and with 
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Worſhip. But, methinks | 
and good Diſpoſitions to the Common-Prayers, as ther are 
now, will or may be as zealous, and as well diſpos'd 
at em, if they were comprehended in one; and they who 
are irreverent and inadvertent in one Caſe, will or may 
be ſo in the other; for they who won't mind the long 
Prayer, may be ſuppos d not to be very attentive to the 
AA pe E. F 
Another Exception againſt our Liturgy, is from the ma- 
ny Repetitions therein uſed by uus. 
This has been the very Objection made againſt the ex- 
tempore Prayers of the diſſenting Miniſters, often inſiſted 
on and urg'd to them by the Patrons of our Litugy; but 
of late, this Weapon has been wreſted out of our own 
Hands, and made Uſe of to beat our ſelvees. 
Our Saviour (ſay they?) forbids us in our Prayers, to uſe 
vain Repetitiens, as the Heathens do, i, e. (ay they) of 
ten to reiterate or repeat the ſame Words or Petitions in 
our Addreſs to God. The Heatheniſh Prieſts of Baal are 
recorded in 5 have done thus, when they cry'd 
out from the Morning to Noon, ſaying, O Baal ſave ws, 
O Baal ſave us, O Baal ſabe us, &c. r And the 
Worſhippers ol Diana, in ſetting forth her Praiſe, and as 
an Inſtance of their Devotion, and with hopes of being 
heard, cry'd out about the Space of two Hours, Great 
i Diana of the Epheſians, Great is Diana of the Epheſians, 
Nc. Act. 19. 3, 4. all the while repeating the ſame Words, 
and ning none ele... ae 
But (add they) in the Liturgy of the Church of England, , 
ſuch vain Repetitions are us'd, or ſuch Repetitions are 
us'd in vain; and therefore, as they are vain, and as ſuch 
| forbidden by Chriſt, they prove the Church-Szrvice to 
be faulty, and riot according to the Will of God, nor the 
Directiqn gf our Savict.. . 7 
This Objection, thus Syllogiſtically methodiz'd, is what 
they think unanſiverable; for becauſe the Major and Mi- 
nor can't be deny'd, the Conſequence from them is una- 
voidable, and muft needs fall on the Heads of thoſe who 
enjoin and uſe the Litargy of our Church g. | 


3 | Indeed 8 


- - 
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Indeed the Anſwers given by our Divines, ſeem reaſona- 
the — ſatisfactory to me, and a great many others of 
our Communion: But no Body will go aboùt to deny, 
that the Liturg yy we would be as 5 N without theſe Repetitions, 

ag it is with the 
| n They nodittake to kd] ood their Char e againſt our 
ne! from the ſeveral Places where thele Repetitions 
are u 


The Lord's-Prayer (ſay they) 3 is uſed no leſs than, four. 
times in the Morning Service, on Sundays. 
3 the Abſelution, follows the Lord VO 7 o Fa 
7 94 
4 the cd f is rehearſed, the Lind ie „ 'Onr Far | 
t we; 


| Aﬀter the main Body of the Litaw, 15 ſucceeds again. 
Our Father, &c 


And the Se Sede begins with Our Father, Ke. 

And if à Woman is Church d, and a Chil Baptis d. 
(both: which may, and often do interveng in fine Divine 
Service) then the Lord's-Prayer is us d twice more; ſo that 
ſometimes it is repeated no leſs than fix. times 9355 the 
Morning -Service, and it is never ug'd, or *pppints to. 


u$ YE $ than twice in. the ſame Service. N 


Form of Prafer (fay they) was mad e by. FRY 
poſe to avoid vain 3 and therefore after he 
charg'd his Diſciples not to uſe vain Re epetitions in 

char Prayers, 7 enden do, he immediately adds, 
- But when we pray, Our Father, &c. -- = 
The Church of 1 land is therefore guilty (ay tbey) 1 | 
vain Repetitions 1 in t their fr equent Uſe of this very Prayer, d 
which — appointed to rid them. F 
They * that the Gloria Patri, is an Imitation 
of the E in their carr ing out, and re- 
peating ir — is Diana of the Epheſians ; That Pope 
Damaſus commanded it to be bee after «very Pſalm, 
about the Year of Chriſt 268, 
_ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 20 to the Holy Ghoſt. 


A it was in the Þnginning, is 18 and ever 1 of World 
. End. m 
* . 


= wi than, 


Prayer, "and 

| Herbie Wan ct. 880 
After the Lord Ns, at 8 RY 1 Morin Ser- 

: Ge Lu Copter Peop 955 Nanding = is 7 is vr 
to the x on, to the Ho 4 
Then h x ad — S 


preſent! 95th Pſalm is repeat: at the 
end of it, en 1005 Father, x 


Then follow 7 hs Pali : and a ter every one, "tho? me- 
ver ſo ſhort, is repeated again, Glory be to tho Father, &c. 
After the ſecon Leſſon, the Jubilate or 100 Plalm 1 is u- 
ſually repeated, and after that, Glory be by the 1 ay e 
If the Athanaſian Creed be wel then after is re- 
peatef! the Glo 2 Frei Glory be th. the Fathers Kc. | 

R the Tay, after theſe Words, O God, we baue bend 
with owr Ears, &c. tollows, Glory be to * Father. Te: ne - 
The like ig obſerved and objetted b them, from ſeve- 
ms Places of the Liturgy , wherein the fame gs we 

ed for, over, and over again, 
| Prey Inltance in t e Confellion, Fi have 1 
fen 7 Ways like 1 Sheep, Kc. But 0 Aal e 
Mercy upon us, miſerable Offenders. 

In the beginning of the Litam (ſay th ) is the Cane i in 
Effect, and in ſome Re eck, in the Goa ords is repeated, 
0 0 Gol, the Father of Heaven, . bave N us, miſerable 
| O God, the Son, Redeen the World, baus Mercy 
apr us if * Sinners, O. Go the, Hal Ghoſt, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, bave Mercy upon ag pa Simiers. 
O Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinit uf Les and one 
ers ay che WS, Be fly iſerable dener. 8 4 N 

ere (ſay they) we pla iſs our ind, an 
Pardon Kor then)” Tg Wy ch one before, -.in the ger, 
neral Confeſſion; and if, \ Nba A ook done ſo, yet Why ſo 
many Repetitions here? Why. could it not be as well in 
theſe or ſuch like Words? 

Huh, Bleſſed, aud 5 7 0 Tint Bk (Father Sn and Be. 


ty Ghoſt, "three Os and Mercy tpom 12 
E. net? 50 ad a nA we 


But as if theſe vain Wear Were — Nat ay 
they) even in the ſam Litany , ES confeſs and beg Pa / 
| 2 \ on 


* 


* 


again ;. That it may N. 
8 


don 
1 


us tes with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, and to amend our 
Lives according to thy Holy Mord; and preſently after, in 
the ſame Litany, fh forgive the Sins: of tby 


Now (lay they) had we not thrice before alk'd Pardanz- 


and had we not before pray d for the Holy Spitit and new 


Obedience? Grant ms beſeech thee, moſt merciſul Father, that 


we may hereafter, live a Godly, Righteous, and Sober Life, &c. 
In the Te Deum (ſay they) we pray, O Lord let thy Ner- 


3. lighten upon 15 as our Truſt is in thee, and in the End of . 
the A 


Letam, we ſay; O Lord let they Mercy be ſhewed upon. us, 
s we do put our Truſt in thee. „„ ve Fa 


| os: b Fd 5 | 
In the Litam we fay,, Spare us goed. Lord, ſpare thy E. 


' ple, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt precetous Blood. 


This (ſay they) had been pray'd before in the 7. 8 


um, almoſt in the ſame Words; Ve therefore pray thee help 


of the Earth may be bleſſed ; So that in due Time we may re- 
— them; and then afterwards. for Rain and fruitful Seat 
Now (ſay they) if it be a Drought, by praying in the 
Litany pt ruits of the Earth % 2 
may receive: them, we pray as. much for Rain, as if we 
had uſed the Word. And if it be a very wet. Time, we 


| pray there as much for fair and dry Weather, as if we 
a 


ſaid ſd, or as we do. afterwards, by the Form pre- 
| 3 Occaſion, 9 1 
the Je Deum we pray, Vouchſafe, 
this Day without Siy. In the Lad! br 
or pray for the Day 
' lead us. mot- into Temptation z; but deliver us from Evil. 
And then in the third Collect for Grace, at Morning 
rayer, we pray. the ſame again, G Lord our Haa- 
4 ber, Almighty and 1 God, , who haſt ſafely, 
brought us to the beginning of this Day; defend ns in the ſame, 
: wel thy 8 * Power, and grant that this Day- vs fall into 
wo de, G. | | 


4 


7 


Rus ws all our Sins, Negligences ard Ignorances , ande 


thy Servants , whom. thou haſt redeemed vith thy moſt precious 
In the Litamy de pray for good Seaſons, that the Fruits 


(0) Lord, to keep. us : 
| ayer we 4% Bt 
Give ws this Day, our daily: Bread. 


* In.: 


3 
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e Sontences at Morning: 
{wh a Repetition of che ar 
4 prays for 7 Nah '0 br ſave the 0 1 the e. 
” he _— 82 er. Maje in; and In des 8 


a 
a prays for her B the third time. 
hey, — a 0 5 ede 2 ion hi 
2 _ 


| inur Lew, fi 00 N 
55 have M r 8 5 
3 3 Mrs ws” | | 
y This Mercy we. pray 1 ＋ Gs 14 5 WR clo. Pardon 
* * * 5 and 1 ha for mw N77 2 
we "deal 
Fo tha er e 1 fc or I Imquities: * 
| en in we ray wait epetitio * 
1 2 45 od, th " he ime . of be 4 
0 at tałeſt away the t 2 
od Grant ut thy Peace: | {1 
| ee 
| Mercy big be 


w wit 


- , 
£ : 


| cated rant may kink 
A þ and — other Paſſages of our Birins erwies, 
they know not, but (ſay they if theſs ard got vain Ne- 
ghetitions, we know. not-what.ars. 

ſay the Collects for the Day, are to be excepted. 

againſt, for we two * — nd tw ** 

uſe they are always repeat os on 

* MA ere 
nſes rr hy follow the ſe- 


4 Haly-Days, in the Morning-Service, 
For 1 — after the Re 

the Collect for the 

mmunion- Service, the 


| ſ 
: EE cond R 3 of the Lord Tode. 
fs Cal is 15 and. 2 after. the Com 
rp Col 


r 
are contained in other Parte ef the Morning and 


aur 


1 
Laß yer. 


bel 


of; 4:12n:thenthird-Sunddy: e his 00 


is to.hepled;; Abwighty: Ming God, mercifittly Took 1 
on our Hirmities, and in all dur Dangers and Weceſſties, ral, 
forth thy yight Hand to belp and defend us, &c. 


And in the, fond: Collect to be uſed at Morning Ser, 


ichn We. pray the ſuhie Purpoſe; O God, obe ut the Au. 
| 2 Peace, and Lower © Ae cord, > NI le Ff boom 
- flandeth our eternal Life, peefe# F. edom, de- 


4 in all Aſſaults of our {vr git IN paſo 6.0 
And then again, in the Lite wwe pray, We humbly þ be- 
ſerch: thee. 700 Father; mercifull) to loo jon d- In tties 
(eſs e are t Rey: mird Words bf the Collect; Mert 
cer . W elf * 5 
From t all thoſe Kuils that we moj rightoo 

and grant 25 Hl aur Troubles, me may pt 
and Confidence in thy Mercy, Kr.. ee ee 

They ohject more of this Nature, and dete, that our 
Lewy may -be 2 from theſt Imperfections, that fo 


they may ſafely ian grith us, in the conſtant Service of 
our Church. A Ragna 18 


They heartily deſire n that all Pregs and Retyidine 
of the Maſs-Book, \'may: * be cal off as meer Refuſe to pub- | 
lick Werſhup,, aud the Adminiſtration thereof.” 

They hae Avays erde pted againſt, and quarrell'd' with 
the ſhort Reſpanſes and Reprritions/-as too near # Compli- 
ances; with, and Imitation of the: Pa fts, Who! mightily 
depend on the —— Repetitions of the ſame Prayers. 

So many Pater Noſter's; and Ave Maria's, are oien 
19oux'd.. and arcompliih'd as / a ſufficient Pennance for 

Sros Sin. And this wery thing is What our Church Has 
and realopadlyy alledg'd"againft' the Church of Rome, 

. many Inftances; be Repetitions. But the Low⸗ 
Church-men and Diſſenters, ſay, that the Church of EN. 

land is ty of the ſame. Crime, of which ſhe juſtly ac: 
cuſes Rome, for that we hare many - Pater Noſter's' 
in our daily Service, and they ſay; Hit be good to repeat * 
the 1 thricn; it is juſt 17 good again to repeat 
them ſix tins; and\/f:ad:3 Non it * 


The Papiſts uſe often to repeat their ' Greed nad 5 (gay 
OR ps) does the Church of England, for the Apoſtles 


And 
? 


£ 0G Morning 
— 4 — * eben dhe 4 0 


. Masse Lat ren 
5 


t fo 
ow 75 dhe Y if the. oer Creek is Fafficient DN, | 
5 (67. N or * and if it be not why 
ficient, why: do we uſe it at at? and if one be Pte 9 — 
another, why is not the beſt aways us'd, and the wort 
always let alone? 

rf to Athanaſius 8 Creed: inp lock late it to "IE very 


mꝑtorily expreſs d with A cunque vult Whoſoever . 
wil be dived, G See C 1 9t 20 It fs 11 ih E 
They p. sto be as remote Eoin 20. ifo, gaben, 
gin 2 Lor any other Herefy, dnelent or modern, a- 
t 


Divinity of Chriſt,” ànd the Holy Ghoſt, and - 
Su lenary Redem an and Satisfaction of our Saviour, 
as — in * World; and that they believe all the funda- 
mentab rp e the” — —— Goſpel * 0 

dut they do not approve ſuch a. miatical and magiſte- 
rial — ing it, as he ek in the Waiting it. 
They fay he was but a Man, and therefore he mi fee "1 
tho! he is ſainted; and the — further | argue from being ; 
canoniz'd. bythe Uhurch Rome, and 00 our-iiſing His Creed . 
in his on Words, that we go tio near the Popiſſi Doctrine 
of Infallibility. However; ſome final Mittters being al- 
ter d as to the manner of ed e Allo this. 
Cteed may: be conveniently: uſed on 06s 
That Expreſſion in the Litany, From all * deadly Sin, 7 
gives them another Handle. againſt our Charch- Service; 

T7 at leaſt they chink they-have juſt Reaſon to obje&FaZainſt 
it, on that Account For (ſay they) the Church of Fg. 

land.» maſt neceſſarily believe the Pp D6trine uf mot. 

tal and venial Sins, becauſe ſhe teacf es us tO pray againſt”. 
all deadly Sn: Re 

_ in-the-firſt Paragraph; or Potitfoc: of . ED ” 


1 | er g n fe 85 God: 2 8 5 op ” _ 

| chief)" and from = —— at n | 

e d dene, and gpl — TED 8 
aſſerts, there are ſome — ore pb deadly and 

— which- are not 00 for the Sin in the firſt 5 Sig 

6% not 


ſſtian-Burial; and a little Alteration 0 


N 


not, nor can he; 8 with the deadly Nia d. and - 
therefore venial Shs are ts be--underftood' in the one, 'ay 
deadly Sins are ekpreſs d in the other. | 
As to the 22 it ſelf, they fa it wants mach Amend- 
ment and Alteration; in » they ay it is meer 
Battology 2 uſe it as it now is. e. + 
Ae en ths of. and Aft of the # 


| 51 CE RE one ien more, we pray, ſaying, From 
all the Deceits of the World, the F laß, and the Devil, 13 
| Good Lord deliver us. 

And a little after, in the ſame — ray thus, Gra- 
cool bear us, that thoſe Rvils which, 2 . and Subtilty. of 

evil, or Man, worketh againſt us, be brought to ought. 

And yet the Lord's Prayer is us'd in the ſame place, in 
which we we pray, Lead us wot into | but deltver Ws. 
Pom Evil. If 
Again, in the Tita v we pray to be rr; From Cor 
* 1 thy Nord, and Commandment. 

nt 


y after we pra „That it may y uk av gear 
an Heart to love and dive thee and alen to is after thy 
Commandments. - - 


And not lon after we pray ain, m we may amend 
our Lives 4 to thy boly vat 5 
They object againſt the Form for bury ing che Dead; : 
not- that diſlike a Decent, or if FE mel 2 Chri- 
that Form, would 
ſatisfy them. 
The Rubrick has theſe Wanda, Ee 'is to be noted, that the 
Office enſuing is not to be uſed for a that die unbaptiſed, or 
excommunicate, or have laid violent. Hands on themſelves. - 
So that if the greateſt Rake in Town Frog. without any . 
Repentance, the Miniſter (tho' he knows it) muſt ſay, V. 
meekly beſeech thee, O Father, to raiſe us from the Death of Sin, | 
mw cob of Righteouſueſi, that when we ſhall depart this 
Tife, we may reſt in him, 2 ope is, this our Brother | 
doth; pe at the general Reſurrefion in the loft. \ 
55 e. we who are now, alive,} aud this our Brother now 73727 f 
be found acceptable in thy Sight, and receive that Bleſſing i 
* 3 Son * 3 to all that love and 


feat 


** 


» : 5 Kg, A * 0 . 
on 4 , _ 
; +> ; F | 
* — Fs 
» 4 
. P = | 
T 14 


ing; Come yo Bleſſed Children, &c. 


thee, KEANE 
Ferie by that St. Pan would not have the Theſſalonians - 
ſorry as Men, without Hope, but it was only for thoſe, who 
ſleep in bim, i. e. Who die in the Lord, and who only are 
- {aid tobe Plefledp-*'- . ˙ En nets 
Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Lord, xc. 
This they queſtion not Was inſerted in our Common 
Prayer-Book, in compliance to the Papiſts, who pray for the 
Dead; and they ſay in this Prayer, we plainly do ſo, 
ee e hh ple mighty God, of bi pus A 
_ Fora much as Tt bath pleaſe ighty Cod, great Mer> 
cy, to 15 unto bimfelf the Soul of onr dear Brother, bere de- 
Parted, we therefore commit bis Body to the Crommd, in fare 
and Certain. Hops of the Reſurreion to eternal Liſe," c. 
They fay, ſome Men are taken awa 2 gment, and 
ret the Miniſter is to uſe this Form at their Burial, and fall- 
ly ſay, that God has taken them to himſelf in Mercy How- 
ever, were they never ſo wicked, and died in their Sins, he 
muſt ſay, In ſure aul vertain Hoya of the Reſurreftion to v. 
ternal Life, -M- 0 POOL BTID RC Ht e 
Theſe, and ſuch like, are the Reaſons why many of 
the Diſſenters complain of, and can't join with the pub- 
lick Service of our Church; and the Low-Church-men 
would be highly pleaſed, if theſe Seruples were removed; 
and the High-Church owns | the Church has Power to do 
ſo: And as they can give no geod Account of theſe Paſ- 
ſages, ſo they can't thew any good Reaſon why they 
ſhould not be removed or alter'd. eue. = 
Well! are theſe all that the Low-Church and Diffenters 
would. ha?? „ . 
No, they aſk ſeveral other Requeſts at the Hands of the 
Church and they lays that as they think they wh, ar 
Reaſon to make theſe Objections, and thoſe which follow 
2 — the preſent Church-Service, and apprehend them - 
ſelves ſtrily oblig d not to join with ue, unleſs they are 
taken away; ſo the Governote of the Church can, if 
they pleaſe, remove all their Scruples, as well as ſome- 
I be next Fart of their grand Objection againſt our 
Church and Communion with us, is on the Account of 
impos d Ceremonies; to inſtance in foms; ä 
. e 8 They 


- 


9 7 l — 
o k * 9 . 0 y - 
. * . * 
. J * 


r i 
They ſay the. Surplice ig a, Popiſn Habit in Divine 
Service; and that if we wWill have, and uſe oh Gar- 
ments, we might as well retain the Uſe of the Ephod and 
Breeches, 5. as-uſe 


320 4 4 . . * 
: \ ; 
% 
* 
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and fuch like, appointed by God himſt 
the Surplice in Imitation of any of them, | - 
| They {ay it can be no ways uſefill or requiſite, in of- 
fering up the Prayers, or Miniſtering in the publick Offices 
of the Church; that the Miniſter is never the purer or holier 
in himſelf, nor more ſincere and intent: at the Prayers, 
with a Surplice, than he may be without it, and that the 
People are ne' er the more attentive, reverent, or devout, 
where it is uſed, than where it is not; that many of the 
beſt Church · men, have no great Opinion of it, and that 
many of em ſpeak diane ink it, and wiſh it might 
That . they-quarrel not with the Miniſters. Garb, (his 
Gown: and Caſſock) becauſe it is as decent and comely, 
as their Miniſters Cloak; but the Surplice looks fo like a 
Piece of Pageantry, that it renders the Miniſter, and the 
Service of the Church, more contemptible, or leſa accept- 
able to the People, than otherwiſe they would bbe. 
They ſay Hoods are appointed to be worn by the Canons 
of the Church, but they are generally diſus d, and (ſay they) 
why: may not the Surplice be ſo too? for which there is 
no more Law or Reaſon, than for Hoods, | | 
They ſay. indeed, that ſeveral Canons are neglected by 
the Clergy, as may be proved from many Inſtanees; and 
this (ſay they) is an Argument or Reaſon for the altering, 
and new regulating ſome Affairs of the Churcen. 
They aſk why. we are to ſtand up at the reading the 
Goſpel, more than at the ſecond Lelfon ? This they ſay 
was ordained , as, ſeveral other Things were, by a Pope 
of; Rome, in the corrupted Times of the 
the Pope, about the Lear of Chriſt 3 7 commanded, that 
Men ſhould ſtand up at the reading of the Holy Goſpel. 
tiſm, were- firſt. nyented; and appointed by Pope Hhginns, | 
in the ſecond Century; but that they were not uſed then, 
as they are no; nor is there the ſame Reaſon for them 
AQW, as was then. Fr üblen: ©3 ©: rt Ea: 1 BS, 


* 


| : They* 2 


Church, - Anaftafus 


1 371 


Choy Ny 15 Nel 16 ſulfcient for the Paretits or 


Fred? of the Child, to bring and preſent it to the Con- 


gregation, and for the Miniſter to receive it, and baptiſe 


it in the Name of the Father, and of the Som, ind of the 
Hoh Ghoſt as the Child of Believers, and to bleſs 1 it, and 
| for it, in the Name of the. Lord Jeſus, > with the 
whole Aſſembly. * 418104 ts 4 Sa 
© That Senft might Abbes be of e to the 
Child, to put it in Mind of the Nature of Baptiſin ; and 
the Baptiſinal-Covenant, when it-ſhall come to be of: Age, 
adually to believe in, and obey the Gofpel, inte the Pro. 
—P and Privileges of which he was Red bapti ſed. 


nies Perſons to be Ds. 46 we comuhonl y. admit in 
the Church, that ol e and better Men won't un- 
dertake it; and that ſometimes 2 poor Man can't get a- 


Si oF 2 all, without the greateſt I to Som 4 125 | 
1 er, * A1 4 22 «© 
"They «je much ati che Cie . Paptifin!ity 


Iv is a Popiſn Rite, and has been, and is abuſed to 15 


[nd Uſes, and that therefore it dught to be abo- 


As the brazen Serpent: was deſtroy 
idoliz'd it, fo this, and all other 
Superſtition ; ought to be taken 


„when the Jews 
monies nt hop 
away "by Authority, leſt 


they prove - Snare to'the P wha are apt to proceed 
blind oF, Kaolatry: a 


from blind Snperſtition, to whe - 
However, 1 2 ſay it ought in all Reaſon to be left 


indifferent, and that they who; deſired. it, might have it, 


and they who refuſed jt, might let-it alone; and this Rule 
5 fy) ought t0- hallowed f in Teveral other Caſes, * 
he kneelling at the Lords Sipper; is another notorious 
Scruple upon the Conſciences of dur Diſſenters. 
If we receive the Sacrament by Way of Prayer, * there's $ 
no doubt but we ought to receive it wt on Dee 
But then 8 they) can't the Pra done befare, dr 
let alone till after it be adminſter d? e „ e . 
They fay it comes too near the Dbstide bf Pranfuh- 
ag . and the Popiſh Practice of worſhipping the Hoſt, 
and we ſhould abſtain from _ — of Evil. 


. They 


55 } 
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EY * MECFIRLUC 
They find fault likewiſe with our reading the Ayocrba; 
for ſurely (ſay they) there is Authentick 3 
to be read without that illegitimate ↄr poſthermous Piece. 
If you read it, becauſe there are ſeveral good Points of 
1 700 25 if WHY | chap (6 they ) do, you et read A. 
riſtole's Ethies, Senecas Morals, Epictetut, or any ot d - 
old Heathen Orthodox = Ak TY " mt Re, 1 | 
They ſay. they have a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 
whereunto they do well, that they take heed , for therein 
is the Wiſdom, and e e of God; the whole of 
our Religion, and the neceſſary Terms. of qur Salvation re- 
Laſtly, They ay, that bowing'at the Nawg of Jeſus, 
d. not, wor can, be of any Importance; and Ice inany 
Weaklings are offended at it, *twould be more important 


to let it alone: 2 Bow, at his Name, becauſe St. Panl 


ſays, that at the Name of Feſus, every Knee foall. bow, Phil. 2, 
— they ſay on T 405 10 interpret that. Text; 


- 


but if they did, then. we gught to bow. every time he is 


nam d, and not only in the Greed, and they obſerve, that 
we do not bow. at any. other Place of naming him. 

1 1 fm the ee . 3h ro 3 
his God-Head, they {ay we ought then alſo tg. bow at the 
| Name of the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe. bis Divinity war de 
ayed by eke ell as our Saviour's, was by 

In ſhort, they ſay, that altho' they have ſeveral (as 
chey think) weighty. Objections againſt communicating 
with us, yet they are inclin'd to come aver to us, if 
our Governors would but ſhow. em ſome Tokens, by 
which they may gueſs they are. willing to make em wel 
come, or. to receive em, if they ſhould come, 

I think the Place where I live, and am acquainted, is tho 
fulleſt; of Low-Church-men and Diſſenters, of any Part 
of the Kingdom; ang I am very poſitive, if I may in- 
fer from thoſe I do, know, to. thoſe I do not know;, there 
s an incredible Number of Men in England; who are now: 
look d upon. as. inveterate Enemies of the Church, and call'd 
Fanaticks, and I know not what beſides, who would pre- 
ſently be as good Church-men, to all Intents and Pur, 
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J 8 
poſes of Lay-communion, as the higheſt Church-man of 
, em all; if our Church would comply with theſe, and ſuch - 
_ | others, their Requeſts humbly offer d to her. 
3 I know it, and therefore dare be bold to ſay, that 
there are many among the Diſſenters, who are not Men of 
Spleen , but of good Senſe and Principles; and yet have 
been educated, and a long Time prejudicd againft the 
* Charchof n © <= „ | 
They know and lament the Danger of our Diviſions, 
and heartily wiſh an Accommodation, They have no In- 
tereſt to carry on, that they care for, or want from Factions 
and Parties; and if they did but once hear of Qvertures, 
and Propofals of Peace, they would not make themſelves. 
. ready for Battel, but would readily beat their Swords in- 
to- Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-Hooks, 
and there would be a perfect Union among us. 
And now I talk of a Union, the Buſineſs of Scotland, 
comes into my Mind, and ſeems to offer it ſelf, as a v 
good Argument in our preſent Caſe: For if we are at ſuch: 
great Pains, Care, and Expence, and uſe ſo much Conde- 
ſcenſion and Curteſy., to unite that Nation to our's; 
ought there not to be ſome Care and Pains taken, ſome. 
Colt expended, ſome Condeſcention and Compliance us d, 
to unite our ſelves? If our Governors think it ſo very, 
momentous, to make the Scots Friends with the -Zngliſs, 
can they think it not worth their while, to make the Engliſh 
Friends to one another? If Commiſſioners are. appointed 
on both ſides to treat of, and if poſſible to- effect the U- 
nion of tle two Kingdoms; why may not Commiſſioners 
be alſo impower'd to treat of, and to effect the Union of. 
r 3 A 
If you tell me there are many buſy and factious Men, 
who will ſtrive to keep us from coming to, or agreeing on 
: Terms I know. it to. be. true; but. for God's Sake and 
their on, let not our Governors be diſſwaded from 16 
noble and advantageous an Undertaking on any Account, 
or for any. Reaſon whatever: Such are not fit for any 
Employment, Office, or Truft, in Church or. State, who. 
| are for prolonging our War abroad, or at home: They 
| are like thoſe Wretches, who make Advantage by a Fae, 
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d r ing to N guſh it, contrive to encreaſe — 
it; and inſtead of aſſiſting to fave the Houſe, ſteal away . 


the Goods. Wy EET . 
The Diſſenters are miſrepreſented by their Enemies; for 

they tell us they won't be fatisfy'd, do what we will, 

unleſs there be a total Revolution, and Change of Church- 


Diſcipline and Worſhip, and their own Preachers put into | 1 
the Revenues of the Church, and our own Clergy turn'd 
Ot. 8 dt 2. 


Perhaps there are ſome few among em, who are ſuch 
" unreaſonable Men; but it is hard, very hard, to charge 
the whole Body of em with that Fault, which a very 
ſmall Part of them only are guilty ff. 
Some Diſſenters are very violent and hot, which they 
take for true Zeal; but theſe are as much pity'd. and- 
condemn'd by the honeſt and major Part of them, as 
* r tries... 
The thinking and honeſt Diſſenters, have a very good 
Opinion of the Clergy of our Church, and if their Obje- 
ctions againſt our Communion, were (as they might be) 
-obviated, they would conſtantly and heartily communi- 
cate with us, and fo our Miniſters would be their's, and 
they would as affectionately love them, as they now do 
| And by this Means, a great many ignorInt and zea- 
| lous Diſſenters would be brought over to us; for tis cer- 
| tain, that a great Number of poor ignorant People go to 
Y Meetings, becauſe their Maſters or Friends go; and they 
think by their going to pleaſe and Engage them; but if 8 
they once hear, that the Church of England is ſo modell d. ; 
- as to afford no material Exception againſt it, and likewiſe | 
ſee their ſober and wiſe Maſters, and Friends, Neighbours, 
and Acquaintance, publickly and conſtantly to frequent and 
communicate with it, they would then conclude, that God voy | 
is in us of a Truth, in] refotre to be of our Church, as | 
/ SS <7. 
But then, as to ſome of the Preachers, and ignorant, 
zealous, obſtinate, and inveterate Diſſenters, ſuch as ma- 
ny of the Quakers are; I muſt own, that I believe they will 
not come over to us, make what reaſonable Propoſals you > 


? 
1 | | 


- 


0 


35 J. 5 
will to them; but I think theſe are hut very few, compara--- I 
' tively to all theDiffenters in the Nation, who will; and as 3 
lor e there's nothing to be ſaid or done on their behalf, 

or for their good, who are of ſuch perverſe Spirits; there- 
fore e en let em go on in as they have choſe their own - 
Deluſions, till God is pleaſed to give them Repentance, * 
=: to the Acknowledgment of the Truth; for tis to no more 
purpoſe to attempt the awaking of thoſe who have the 
Spirit of Slumber, than to command a blind Man to ſee. 
Let 'em alone, they will neither be creditable to the Diſſenters, 
nor” formidable to the Church. They will be but wegk 
and malicious Men; and every one of half an Eye, WIll 
ſee and endeavour to oppoſe their pernicious Deſigns; and 
- een their own Children, in the next Age, will for the moſt . 1 
part, deteſt and forſake their Fathers Principles, and be. 
Eule zealous Friends and Members of the Church of 
As to the Preachers and Teachers of the Separation 1 
may fairly and ſafely engage for a great many of em, 
| that they will leave their-Meeting-houſes, and conform to the 
Church, when thoſe Things are taken away, againſt 
which they think at preſent, they have juſt Cauſe to ex- 


cept. | | 


But here two mighty 
the Face for an Anſwer. - h * 
1ft. How ſhall theſe Preachers leave their Flocks, over 

— they ſay the Holy Ghoſt has made them Over- 
Sers? „ 5 7 | 
2dly. How ſhall they live, when they leave their Con- 
gregations, who have no other way to maintain them 
ehre and ile. uo $97 > 
Theſel know arereckon'd by many, to be inſuperable Dif- 
ficulties, and they ſay we may depend on't, theſe Preachers 
\ will never be for a Union on any other Terms, than the 
| | — our Clergy out, and putting them into their 
TIACES, . --i - | i 8 a 
But in my Opinion, theſe : are not ſuch puzling Que. 
ſtions, as they are thought to be, and therefore -I hope q 
our Governors won't ftifle their Deſigns, nor retard their | ' 
Endeavours „ to bring all Iſrael and Judab to worſhip: at - 
"UF | One- 6 ; 
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Objection, or ſèeming Difficulty: whatever. - 


I may anſiver both theſe Objections in ſhort, and in ge- 

neral, thus: Wt: ©: SPP. EIS; > 

If our Governors would pleaſe to new-model our Liturgy, 

and remove the ſcrupl'd Ceremonies, theſe Preachers would 
be ſatisfy d of the Obligations, as well as Lawfulneſs of 


communicating Wich uss 
There are many of em, Men of Parts and Learning, 

and ſome are rich, and don't preach as too many do, 

_— of Barley, and Pieces of Bread, or for filthy 
cre Sake, but purely for Charity and Gonſcience Sake. 
As the Caſe now ſtands, they can't ſafely conform; and 


| becauſe a great many others can't, they think themſelves 
bound to preach among them, leaſt they ſnould be alto- | 


gether without a teaching Prieſt, and the Law. 

Now, we may reaſonably conjecture, that a great ma- 
ny Diſſenters would come off from the Separation, to our 
Church, upon two or three ſuch of their beloved Prea- 


chers doing ſo. 


Theſe Preachers would not leave their Flocks without 
a Shepherd, if when their Scruples are removed, they 


bring em, and deliver en over into the Hands, and to 


the Care of our Miniſters of the Church. 


If things were order'd as the moderate Non- Conformiſts | 


defire they might be, there would be no longer Occaſion 
for diſſenting Preachers, becauſe there would be no Rea- 


ſon for Diſſention; and the Peoples returning into the 


Boſom of the Church, would be but as the Nurſe deli- 
vering up the Child to its natural Mother. 1 
But how muſt theſe Preachers ſubſiſt, whoſe entire De- 
pendance is upon the Separation? They have no Eſtates 
nor Trades, and the People are under Subſcriptions and 


Obligations to maintain em; ſo that it is impracticable 
to unite us. ; Mo At 


I anſwer, that I don't doubt but many Preachers will 
endeavour all they can to hinder this bleſſed Work; but 
then let it be confider'd as an Encouragment for our Go- 
vernors to undertake it, that if upon aboliſhing” the Cere- 
monies, and reforming our Liturgy, many of the Diſſen- 
| | N ters 


/ 


1 


any oth er plauſible 


Church- men; for v hen they ſee the 


than the preſent Age, becauſe in the next, there would be 


[LJ 


x ties won't nat Mertings becauſe of their Priachs | 
Maintainance, and 


their Affections to * in this 
next Generation, there will be ſcarcely Tr 


form'd from the Abuſes and Corru ions now char 50 | up 


on her, they won't breed up their Sons to 
Acad od Oppoſition to the Church, 1. 
will conclude, that the le having 1 will not 


 forſake or 1 t from the Eſtabliſh d Church; ſo that one 


may 1 oy — that tho this preſent Ago —_ not 
enerally conform, yet the next will, 


ent Enga! s, and Obligations onthe Account pe 
maar, be totally wd and ended. 


But then, — 2 may not theſe Pit be daes 
and take Benefices in our Church; and fo like a worth 
Friend of mine very lately, EE their n to — 
with nn Fides 


4 Prion fallt be Bade £4 1d on Vo 
one of Or foo Preachers not otherwiſe provided for; and let 
it be remember d, that theſe Penſions would laſt no 1 


no ſuch — ts to take Care of. But whence muft theſe | 
Fame 1 OOF-4in 


I could name ſeveral Ways — Methods of raiſing em 


1. There are many great Livingsi in England ſufficient | 
for two or three good and hofpitable Clergy- men. There 


are many rich Clergy+men, who are ſingle, or or withooy Chi 
dren. Suppoſe then, that for this Age ſuch Cle 


rgy-men 
made ſome Allowance out of their 3 where would the 
Hardſtuy or en n 106 5, * 


Or let — ſmall Tax be imp oſed e on wu 3 to 
ich al 


all former Diſſenters, and all Wellwiſherto e | 
will heartily contribute, conſidering the great H —— 
and Srurity we ſhall thereby. cher. The former Diſſen-- 
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their quondam Miniſters, and the good Church-man 


murmur, becauſe he pays to his new and hearty Friend, 
and his Religion is. now bl d and fecur d for ever. os 


:::3dly. I had almoſt forgot the Royal Bounty of Firſt Fruits 
ad Tenths, which may do more Good by being apply d to 
this Purpoſe in this Age, than they will do to the poor Vi- 
carages. hereafter. e 


/ 


But af any other more probable, or leſs exceptionable Me- 
thod, can be propoſed by any Body elſe, er thought of by 
our wiſe Governors, for God's fake let it be 3 on by 
them, and let us all acquieſce in it, and gratefully acknow- 


| ledge their Care in making, or endeavouring to. make us all 


1 know it ual be that] ſhould anſwer the Ob- 
jections raiſed againſt this Project of a Comprehenſion ; but 
as J hate tothing any Body will. be againſt it, ſo EIl let the 


Objections. alone, becauſe I am well aſſur d they are not 
| worth anſwering, nor taking notice of. ö by 


J ts 


N Only let me here ft poſe this Queſtion was put: Sup-- 
poſe the Church ory ſhew her Willingneſs, and do — N 
part to unite us, and the Diſſenters won t comply upon the 


mo}, reaſonable Terms. in the World? Why, truly in ſuch 


a Caſe as this, I think the Church would mightily ſecure 
her ſelf 3 all the future Attacks that ſhall be made a- 


gaind her. The _ of all Men would then be open, and 
ſee what they wou 
ſelves, in ſuch Circumſtances, would not dare to make Head 


d be at; and even the Diſſenters them- 


aint ug, who had offer d them ſach fair Terms, and: 
which they obſtinately and unreaſonably refuſed to accept 
and comply with. 25 r 


Lremember the Buſineſs at the Sey eſently after che 
Reſtauration, when the diſſenting Miniſters propoſed, and 
would willingly have agreed on theſe, nay, on * * 
1 N pie wand 
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| wha when the Diſſenters exclaim d 


they have a good 


the Queen and Parliament, grant their 
| Peace and Union any, thing leſs than a cordialand 
| Union 143 


. grant em t 


than by any other Inſtance 


131 


chan theſe; And therefors-5f- they: odd now ftand ont: 


they would infinitely 1 -0wn Cauſe, and as hi 105 
advance the Credit and Reputation of ahi Church. Par 


baut there wouldd be ſtill Auimaftties among us, and therefor 


it is much better to agree, that there maꝶ be none; than 16 

aid, The Church of * wor banks hem. — | 
C mit us. 't 3 

ther clamous d with Colour againſt the Heat and Su- 


tion of the Biſhops, when they ey ofen d theſe and ſuch 


5 Terms of Se and were rejected; but now they 

have a good Opinipn of our Biſhops,. which males me 

of, or el Loye for che Church a 

And if our, Biſhops Under went c in Conjunction wick 

A who: can 
d perpetual 


among us? : 


I you fa ay ; the Diſſenters will ll W — 
eſe, and therefore tis not prudent to meddle 
— — em, Foy. argue at the Rate of the old Miſer, who 


when a poor 'd for a Penny, — f 


him, for = Ns ſhoul afterwards alk &Pound. 


The Biſhops: have been heretofore reputed the only Obſte- 
cles of this wiſh'd for Comprehenſion, at leaſt the chief Hin- 
drance of our Agreement; but now the Diſſenters have the 

greateſt Reſpect and Veneration for them imaginable ; ſo 
Gat at this Time an Accommodation may be made, ſaving 
their Order and Revenues; and I ſhould think they — de- 
ſign mercenarily to betray Cong Truſt, and have agreed to 
be the laſt of their Order, al not e. this Union, 

edg'd againlt them. | 


The Diſſnters now have no great Prejudice againſt Ep = 
copacy, becauſe they like the Biſhops ; - 7 oe don't . 
with the Order, becauſe they love the Men: And! [ think 
thisone Conſideration enough to make us all think the pre- 
ſent Time the beſt and moſt proper to ſet about, and the 
molt likely to R a gays Harmony and Agreement a- 


mong 


joverntnent be eſtabliſfd; 
Apel h'd, and the Sacraments 
duly adminiſter d, what care whether their 
iniſders were ordained after piſcopal, Preſbyterian, 
or Independent way? But if I were to ſpeak my own Sen- 
timent in the Matter, I ſhould folemnly and feriouſſy 
declare, that I think Epiſcopal Authority and Govern- 
ment ta be net only the moſt Apoſtolical, but the moſt 
— and beſt adapted to the Conſtitution of Exgliſſ- men, 
| the Monarchy of England. None have any colour to, 
abje& againſt or ſind fault with Biſhops, their Authority 
and Revenues, but the Preachers of the ſeveral Sets among 
us; and it is reaſonably thought, that they who make 
ſack loud Clamours againſt Epiſcopacy, have ſome flant- 
ing Looks towards the Biſhopricks. They whorfo zealouſſy 
murmur'd againſt, and oppos d Aaron and the Prieſts, 
ſpught the Prieſt- hood alſo. © 


. Prefbyterial or Independent Church-Government, ' are 
certainly more abſolute and troubleſome to the People, 
than Epiſcopal ; for tho they are N they are not 
eftabliſh'd by law, yet we ſhould find a great Alteration. 
and Difference if they were. ooo NN 


* 


E to the Diſcipline of the ' Church, Tſhall ſay but ve- 
ry little to it, but leave it to be confider'd of by thoſe to. 
hom it does or may immediately belong. WT. 


There are many Objections againſt the Methods of Pro- 
ceeding, and the Corruptions; Eractions, and other Abu- 
ſes: of the Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Courts, which our Go- 
vernors are apprized of as well as we, and their Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs give us Reaſon to hope they will take effe-. 

Eual-Care by removing or | amending them, to ſtop the 
Maths of all Gainfayerst TooToo 


The Diſſenters have been often call'd upon to ſhow 
what they would have; particularly of late, in a Pamph- 
let, entituled, The DiſtinTicn of Higb- Church and * Fs 

| 7 1 | f 7717 . 
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Alterations 
| © and Expellenty © 


te a happy Conclufton 


the Merits of the Cauſe, nor a V. 


« "144 Gem tbereierv Ber the Right K 
2 \thers of the Church, and thoſe 


Alterati dus, ad no donbt they 
will meet with 4 cheerful" Compliance from them. 
I am of this Gen 8 Mind, and make no 4 


but if honeſt and wiſe Men be Commiſliog d to treat of 
the Terms of our Onivn, yes | | Th 


„ f 
Wealth, Peace, and Gele Alid although 2 ; — 


continue Refractory and I. e they will only 


ſerve to enhance our Friend > and to 1 it 9 
glorious and lafting, 


As to the political Uſe of Partial 1 think tis the moſt T 


eurſed thing in the World to part Chriſt's' Garment for 
the ſake of 11e Soldiers, or Miniſters of State. Muſt Re- 


ligion be the ſtalking Horſe to Faction) And muſt the 
Profeſſors thereof be made meer Tools to. thoſe who have 


no Religion in them? What a miſerable and deplorable 
Condition are we Church- men and Diſſenters in, when all 


| things go right or wrong, on the account of this or that 
Faction? What a wretched thing is it, that ſuch a thing 


as a Party- Cauſe is mention d amon os us, and that the 
Tryals in our Courts of Juſtice ſhout be in A quite con- 
trary Senſe to the original Mean 5 thereof, between Party, 


and Party? That the rand” Taquelt there would be, not | 


idity, of 1 Evidence, 
but, What Side i ts the Plabaif or Bd of of * —— | 


Well! L cant abide to tHilik of Hb," nor to o tay 
any thing more. I have ſaid what I. thought moſt pro- 


& 


os 


per on this Subject, and at this time; and I — 


— 1 would ſer iouſly conſider of it, and 
* what great Danger we are in by our unhappy Divie- 
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ſons, and take N and effectual Care to recaneille or 
moderate our Differences, and to ſecure our Conſtitution 


both in Church and State, and not ſlightly to heal or pal- 


liate our Diſeaſe, but perfectly to recover our Health. 


What 1 have ſaid, is no more than what tlie Church 


owns may be done, and it is all the Honeſt on both Sides 
wiſh may be done; and there will be no Convulſion, nor 
much Trouble to the Government in doing it. 


But if neither the Senſe of our Dan ers, nor the Obliga- 


tions of Duty, the Fear of God, nor the Love of Man, will | 
make any Inipreſſion on thoſe who are concerned in this 


weighty Affair, My Soul ſball*weep in ſecret Places for their 
Pride, and mine Eyes ſhall weep ſure, and run down with Tears 


becanſe of the Lord's Flock, Jer. 13. 17. For if our Church 
Die nens I am dure, if Chriſt 


is not in Danger by our 
ſays true, our Kingdom is; Every Kingdom divided againſt it 
ſelf, is brought, to Deſolation. C 


Finally, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that God has luffer d. 


our way Diviſions as a Judgment and Puniſhment of our - 
manifo] 


nifold and great Sins; in which Senſe I ſuppoſe he aſks, 
Shall there be any Evil in a City, and the. Lord bath not done 


And therefore ſince tis he that maketh Peace in his high | 
tne 


Places, and makes Men to be of the ſame Mind in 
ſame Houſe, as I humbly and heartily wiſh our Gover- 


nors would endeavour to compoſe our Differences, and 
make us good Friends and Netghbours, as well as Loyal 
Subjects. So I will, with the moſt profound Reverence, 
and intenſe Devotion, proſtrate-my ſelf at the Throne of 
Grace, and always pray to the Almighty, that he would 


be pleaſed to guide our Feet into the Way of Peace. 


. \ 23% 


Concluſan. 
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(O Lord) haſt moved the and >. 
| viadled it; beal the Breaches 2 2 1 | 
* ſhaketh, Plalm 60. 2. And let all the People 5 


. ſay with me, 
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